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spoke to where Kiihlmann sat on the bench of the Secretaries
of State.

But the opinions of Herr Fuhrmann and his fellow
jingoes were the least of Kuhlmann's worries at that
moment. On the previous afternoon he and the Chancellor
had held conference with Hindenburg and LudendorfE,
and the usual acerbity had prevailed. The situation at
Brest, declared the First Quartermaster-General, was under-
mining the position of Germany both at home and abroad.
The tame submission which Kiihlmann had made to
Trotsky's arrogance would cause the Entente leaders to
think that Germany was running after the Bolsheviks
begging them to make peace. How could they expect to
intimidate men like Lloyd George and Clemenceau when
Kiihlmann allowed himself to be treated thus by unarmed
Russian anarchists, putting up with open propaganda
against his country and the German army ?

Hindenburg followed with a demand that the situation
in the East should be cleared up as soon as possible, if only
on military grounds, for until peace was signed it was
necessary to retain in the East good divisions fit for employ-
ment in the West. There must be no more shilly-shallying,
said the Marshal; if the Russians delayed matters any
further, hostilities must be reopened. This would bring
down the Bolshevik Government, and their successors
would be only too anxious to make peace.1

By way of concession the Marshal and LudendorfE
produced a new plan for the boundaries of the " protective
belt" of territory on the German-Polish frontier, which
expressed their mirn'mnTn demand. The new line ran approxi-
mately mid-way between that which they had originally
demanded at Kreuznach in December, and that which the
Kaiser, on Hoffmann's advice, had authorized at the
opening of the Bellevue Conference on January 2. It was
the last gesture of compromise on the part of the Supreme
1 LudendorfE, ii. 553-554.